


























geologists. For reasons that are not clear, Technical Sessions were
dropped from the Association activities after the 1971 (Potsdam) meeting.

A matter of periodic concern was the fluctuation in meeting atten-
dance. Following the low registration figure of 146 (1954), attendance
abruptly increased to 251 (1955) and leveled off between 250 and 280
until 1961 (Troy) when it spurted again to 329, starting an unprecedented
climb to the peak of 435 in 1965 (Schenectady). The rapid change brought
about by the large number of registrants presented serious problems of
planning and logistics for smaller host institutions with somewhat 1imited
facilities for food and lodging. Also, the number of simultaneous field
trips offered had to be increased sharply to accommodate the large crowd,
thus placing additional burden on the departmental staff.

Bus transportation became a "must" for all but a few of the "last-
day" field trips. The Secretary, from time to time, reminded faculty
members to Timit student attendance to graduate students and bona fide
undergraduate majors. Students accounted for 52 percent of attendance
in" 1954, rising to a high of 78 percent in 1957 and then decreasing
slowly to 51 percent by 1966. These figures stayed between 39 and 50 per-
cent from 1967 to 1971 (the last year for which such information is
available).

At the 1966 meeting at Niagara Falls, the Association surprised the
Permanent Secertary with an engraved plaque "in recognition of exceptional
contributions in service to the Association since 1953", which was deeply
appreciated. Little did the Association or the recipient suspect that
the Lowe Epoch had just about run its course. Following a heart attack
in the Spring of 1967 (from which he obviously recovered), the first
Permanent Secretary had to resign from his somewhat less than permanent
post. The Fourteenth Annual Report contained his resignation and outlined
orderly procedures for the transfer of records and stock of guidebooks to
a new Secretary by September 1967.

The HEWITT Interval - 1968-1972

Philip C. Hewitt of SUNY at Brockport, former Association president
(1965), was elected as the second Permanent Secretary with the under-
standing that "permanence" be replaced by a specific period of service at
a later date.

The Annual Reports of the Secretary were continued essentially in
the style and format as had been established over the years. After
dropping below the 400 mark following the 1965 meeting, attendance
ranged between a manageable 250 to 350 from 1968 to 1972. Treasury
balances rose beyond the $1000.00 level and reached $3627.45 by 1972.
Such funds had become necessary to pay for the ever rising cost of reprin-
ting a growing number of older guidebooks. Also, guidebooks continued to
grow in length (see Table 2 for number of pages) with the offering of
multiple field trips and a more detailed and sophisticated presentation of
data, often using numerous illustrations. The 66 pages of the 1957
(Wellsville) guidebook expanded in 20 years to 425 pages of the 1977
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(Oneonta) book.

Secretary Hewitt's particular concern was the Association's tax
status (considering the increasing treasury balances) and its potential
incorporation to remove Tegal responsibility from any one individual in
the event of an accident on an Association field trip. He soon discovered
that the basic requirement was presentation of a formal constitution and
bylaws without which the Association had flourished for over 40 years. He
promptly convinced his predecessor and friend, Kurt Lowe, to accept the
appointment as a Committee of one to draw up the required documents. This
was done by simply putting the operating procedures which had become
established through routine into the legal form of a constitution and
bylaws. Some minor additions and changes were made, particularly limiting
the length of the Secretary's term to 6 years and changing his title from
Permanent to Executive Secretary.

The new constitution was presented for the Association's approval at
the 1970 (Cortland) business meeting. The only provision which caused
considerable argument was the proposed exclusion of student from full
(voting) membership owing to their transient status. Although this clause
gained approval at this (1970) meeting, the Association amended the con-
stitution in 1971 (Potsdam) to grant students the vote on Association
affairs at annual business meetings but excluded them from the permanent
mailing roster. Another amendment was added to provide for a Board of
Directors consisting of the current president, the executive secretary
and the two most recent past presidents.

Another major change took place at the 1971 meeting when the scheduled
hosts for the 1972 meeting, Colgate U. and Utica C., asked for postponement
until the Fall Term because they would not be able to get ready for the
usual Spring meeting. There also had been a growing desire to shift
meetings to the Fall season even though it would make it more difficult
to avoid conflicts with meeting schedules of the New England Intercolle-
giate Geologic Conference, The Geological Society of America, and other
geologic organizations. The dissatisfaction with Spring meetings had
developed as a result of changes in College calendars bringing the Spring
Term to a close as early as the middle of May. The Association then would
have to meet no Tater than the third week in April when the weather is
generally inclement, cold and wet, particularly in upstate New York.

The Association agreed to hold its 1972 meeting from September 15 to 17
on a “t§ia1“ basis, which promptly became an established procedure (see
Table 2).

Hewitt, although elected for a 6-year term, decided understandably
that service for 5 years was enough considering the steadily increasing
work Tload in connection with the sale and distribution of guidebooks
numbering 15 at the time. He appointed a Committee in 1971 to nominate
a new Secretary for election in 1972.

The MERRIAM Stage - 1973-1977

Daniel F. Merriam of Syracuse University was nominated and elected
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Executive Secretary at Utica (1972). The Association had arrived at
another stage in its development. With the internal functioning of the
organization now following a well-established operational routine, the new
Secretary could direct his attention to the Association's external rela-
tions with the geologic profession, governmental agencies, and concerned
public interest groups, a process which his predecessor Hewitt had ini-
tiated.

The tax exemption and incorporation quests were pursued actively but
faced a seemingly unending series of bureaucratic obstacles and delays.
The new constitution and bylaws had to be reviewed and audited, followed
by changes in the wording of the documents which then had to be approved
by the membership. Actually, the Internal Revenue Service was less trouble-
some than the New York State Department of Taxation and Finance which had
to give its approval before the exemption could become a reality. The
official notification of our tax-free status was not received until
Merriam's term had expired ...... 5 years later.

Merriam established contact with the American Association of Petroleum
Geologists (AAPG) leading to the affiliation of the NYSGA with AAPG, which
was approved by the membership at the 1974 (Fredonia) meeting. The
Association now elects 2 representatives and 2 alternates to the house of
delegates of AAPG.

The 1974 meeting also was made aware of the threatened destruction of
the spectacular potholes on Moss Island at Little Falls by the planned con-
struction of a 4-lane highway bridge to be anchored on the Island. A
committee consisting of David Hawley (Hamilton C.), chairman, Ernest
H. Muller (Syracuse U.), and Herman S. Muskatt (Utica C.) was appointed
to Took into the matter and to recommend action by the Association. H.
Muskatt, reporting for the Committee at the 1975 (Hempstead) and 1976
(Poughkeepsie) meetings, kept the membership informed of the continuing
efforts in support of local organizations to preserve the Island as
a "Geologic landmark". Finally, the Committee could report relocation of
the bridge and preservation of Moss Island at the 1977 (Oneonta) meeting
with justifiable pride in the Association's endeavor in the public inter-
est.

During Merriam's term of office the Annual Reports of the Secretary
were replaced by (temporarily, we hope) Minutes of Meetings which gave more
detailed information than the "resume" previously supplied. But owing to
their preparation soon after the close of the annual meetings, they
included only sketchy information on meeting attendance, meeting finances,
and similar factual data which had proven so helpful to the authors of
this history.

The stock of guidebooks was replenished to meet the rise in demand
resulting from advertisements appearing State-wide and in Geotimes.
The considerable cost involved is indicated by the drop of the Treasury
balance from $4489.85 in 1974 to $614.84 in 1976.

The Committee on Organization, Philip C. Hewitt (SUNY at Brockport),
chairman, William D. Romey (St. Lawrence U.), and Robert M. Finks (Queens C.)
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had been charged with (1) determining the advisability of a more organized
structure of the Association including dues and a full slate of officers;
(2) considering the possibility of contracting a central printing service
to reduce the cost of reprinting guidebooks; and (3) reviewing existing
conditions which might favor the return of the annual meetings to the
Spring Term. A questionnaire concerned with these subjects was distri-
buted to all participants at the 1977 meeting and a definitive Committee
report is expected in 1978.

Following Hewitt's example, Merriam also anticipated the end of his
term of office after 5 (rather than 6) years and charged the Nominating
Committee with proposing a candidate for Executive Secretary to be
elected at the 1977 meeting.

The WOLFF Future - 1978 - ?

With the election of Manfred P. Wolff of Hofstra University as Exec-
utive Secretary and the election of Daniel F. Merriam to the Presidency
of the Association for 1978, we have at last reached the present and can
look confidently to the future. Fred, as he is known to one and all, took
an immediate and firm hold of Association affairs. A new 1978 price list
for guidebooks was prepared showing costs of individual copies ranging
from $7.00 (1957) to $15.00 (1977) or $210.00 for the entire sequence
of 21 (including a second, special guidebook prepared for the 1976 meeting).
In order to reduce the cost to libraries, all guidebooks starting with 1956
(Rochester), which is not available in book form, were photographed on
microfiche and may be obtained as a complete set of 22 items for $88.00.
Individual guidebooks on microfiche range from $2.00 (1957) to $10.00
(1977). A 20 percent discount is provided for all students submitting a
student verification form (printed on price 1ist). The reverse side has
a "thumb-nail" history of the Association which preceded the present
effort.

Fred also is following through on Dan Merriam's suggestion to explore
the possibility of affiliating with the National Association of Geology
Teachers (NAGT).

We now Took forward to the promising future of a stable, well-organ-
ized, although "informal" society under the leadership of dedicated "public
servants", the Executive Secretaries. We believe that Nelson Dale and
Harry Eaton, the founding fathers of the Association would be pleased with
the results of their initiative ... 50 years later.
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NEW YORK STATE GEOLOGICAL
ASSOCIATION

Department of Geology, Hofstra University
Hempstead, New York 11550

PYESTAERE . o & & 5 0 0w /o m 3 w0 e & » D.F. Merriam
Syracuse University

Board of Directors

.................... P. Jay Fleisher
SUNY Oneonta
.................... Olcott Gates
SUNY Fredonia
.................... Philip C. Hewitt
SUNY Brockport
.................... Johnny Johnsen
Vassar College

Executive Secretary . . . . . . . . . ... ... Manfred P. Wolff

Hofstra University

Annual field trip in the fall; visitors welcome. Information on
Association activities and a 1ist of available publications can be
obtained from the executive secretary.
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