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FOREHORO 

It is only fitting and proper to present the review of the Associa­
tionls first fifty years at this 1978 Golden Anniversary meeting at 
Syracuse University, which more than any other New York State institution 
has been linked closely to the development of the Association. The call 
for the first meeting at Hamilton College (1925) came from the Geology 
Department of SU which also hosted the meetings of 1926. 1937. 1950 (Sil­
ver Anniversary) and 1964. that is at fairly regular intervals of approx­
imatel y a dozen years . 

The permanent record file of the Association served as principal 
source of information for this account which reflects some uncertainties 
due to the lack of complete data covering the early years. It was not 
until the election of a Permanent Secretary in 1953 that such a collection 
of records could be initiated and carried out with the help of many 
"old-time" members who donated copies of meeting announcements, field-trip 
itineraries and other pertinent information from their own files, a fact 
which was inscribed duly on each contributi on. This valuable service to 
the Association hereby is gratefully acknowledged with particular thanks 
gOing to Dr. A. Scott Warthin, Jr., Professor Emeritus of Vassar College 
who supplied by far the greatest volume of material. 

The reader is referred to Tables 1 and 2 accompanying this article 
for a summary of facts and statistics on the first 50 meetings of the 
Association. 

IN THE BEGINNING 
(1925) 

On 25 April 1925 a one-page letter addressed to "heads of departments 
of geology and others interested" was sent from Lyman Hall of Syracuse 
University. the location of the Geology Department. It contained the 
following pertinent information (verbatim excerpts are indicated by 
quotation marks) : 

Announcement of the "first annual intercollegiate field meeting of 
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Table 1. Hew Yor k Sta te Geol ogica l Association - 1925 to 1954. 

Abbreviations: C - College Ed - Editor Mtg - ~\eeting pp - pages 
ChC - Chamber o f Commerce Fld - Fi eld Nat Sci - Natural Science S - Survey 
CCNY - City Col lege of NY M - Museum NYC - New York City U - University 

Note: Unless otherwise noted, all localities mentioned are in New York State. 

Mtg Year Host Institution Mtg locality Dates Type of Fl d President Secretary At tend-
N. Information (*Field Director) ance 

(I of pp.) 

1 1925 Hamil ton C Clinton 5/15- 16 Fld Stops (2) *Nelson C. Dale Harry N. Eaton 
2 1926 Syracuse U Syracuse 5/14-15 F1d Stops (3) *Harry N. Eaton Harry N. Eaton 
3 1927 Vassar C Pough keeps i e 5/6-7 Fld Stops (4) *Thomas M. Hills Thomas E. Bur ling 
4 1928 Comell U Ithaca 5/11-12 rld Stops (5) *Henrich Ries 0.0. von Engeln 
5 1929 St. lawrence U Gouverneur 5/17 - 18 Itinerary (5) *Chas. A. Hartnagel Harold l. Alling 10' , 1930 Union C Schenectady 5/15-17 Itinerary (3) Edward S. Smith Harold l. All ing 199 , 1931 Elmira C Port Henry 5/15-16 Itinerary (8) Harry N. Eaton 0.0. von Engeln , 1932 U of ;rochester Rochester 5/13- 14 Itinerary (7) Harold l. All ing J.E. Hoffmeister 
g 1933 Columbia U Newburgh/NYC 5/12 - 13 Pamphlet (8) Robert J. Colony G. Marshall Kay 

N 10 1934 Colgate U Ham il ton 5/18-19 Itinera ry (10) Harold A. Whitnall Towner 8. Root 
a- II 1935 Hamil ton C Utica 5/10- 11 Itinerary (ll) Nelson C. Dale John T. Rouse 

12 1936 Penn Geol S Scranton, PA 5/22-23 Itinerary (12) Heinrich Ries Joseph O. Burfoot 
13 1937 Syracuse U Syracuse 5/14-15 Itinerary (7) lawrence W. Ploger Earl T. Apfel 
14 1938 Buffalo M Nat Sci/U Buffalo 5/13-15 Magazine (7) Irving G. Reiman Wm. P. Alexander 
15 1939 st. lawrence U Gouverneur 5/12-13 Itinerary (27) Robert W. Brown John S. Brown 
16 1940 ChC Town of catskill Catskill 4/26- 27 Itinerary (27) George H. Chadwich Robert W. Jones 
17 1941 U of Rochester Rochester 5/9-10 Itinerary (36) J.E. Hoffmeister J.E. Hoffmeister 

1942 throu9h 1945 No meetings during Wo r ld Wa r II. 

lS 184' Vassar C Kingston 5/10- 11 Itinerary (6) Thomas M. Hills A.S. Warthin Jr . 
1. 184' CCNY NYC 5/9-10 Itinerary (16) O.T. O'Connell ceen H. Kindle 
20 1948 Hamilton C Cl inton 4/30-5/2 Itine r ary (Il) Nelson C. Dale Robert H. Arndt 
21 1949 Cornell U Ithaca 5/13- 14 Bookl et (35) John II. Wells W. Storrs Cole 
22 1950 Syracuse U Syracuse 4/28- 30 Bookl et (35) Ea rl T. Apfel Earl T. Apfel 247 

23 1951 NY State Geol S Plattsburg 5/18- 19 Booklet (42) John G. Broughton Survey Staff 
24 1952 Buffa l o M Nat Sci/U Buffalo 5/1-3 Bookl et (25) Edw. J. Buehler Edw. J. Buehler 
25 1953 St. Lawrence U Canton 4/30- 5/2 Guidebook (21 Robert O. Bl oomer Robert O. Bl oomer 

(Ed J.J. Prucha) 
26 1054 Vassar C Poughkeepsie 4/30-5/ 1 Itinerary (9) John H. Johnsen K. E. l owe 146 

(Perm. Secy.) 

See Tabl e 2 for 1955 t hrough 1978. 



Table 2. flew York St ate Geol ogical Association 1955 to 1978. 

Abbreviations: C - Col lege Mtg - Meet i ng SUNY - Sta te Uni vers i ty of NY 
CoC - Community College RPI - Rensselae r Pol ytechnic Institute TS - Technical Session 
CCNY City College of NY pp - pages Abst - Abstracts 
CUNY - CHy University of NY S - Survey U - University 

Note: All localities mentioned are in New York State. 

Editor of 
Guidebook 
incl Panel TS Pennanent 

Ht9 Year Host Institution Mtg Loca 1 i ty Dates President Discussions I of Abst (*Executive) Attend-
No & Symposia PO PO Secretary ance 

27 1955 Colgate U Hamil ton 5/13- 14 John G. Woodruff Staff 47 K.E. lowe 25\ 
28 1956 U of Rochester Rochester 5/4-5/6 William R. Evitt Staff 123 K. E. Lowe 236 
29 1957 NY State Geol S Well svi 11 e 5/9- 12 Wil ber H. Young W.L. Kreidler 66 K.E. Lowe 248 
30 1958 CCflY Peekskill 5/9-11 Kurt E. Lowe K. E. lowe 65 K.E. Lowe 267 
31 1959 Cornell U Ithaca 5/8- 9 W. Storrs Cole J.W. Wells 45 K. E. lowe 278 

N 32 1960 Hamilton C C1 inton 5/13-14 David Hawl ey D. B. Potter 68 K.E. Lowe 254 
~ 

33 1961 RPI Troy 5/12-13 Joseph Rosenholtz R.G. LaFleur 100 K. L lowe 329 
34 1962 Brooklyn C Port Jervis 5/4-6 Wilbur G. Valentine W.G. Valentine 90 K. L Lowe 341 
35 1963 SUNY at Binghamton Binghamton 5/3-4 Donald R. Coates D.R. Coates 111 K. L lowe 357 
36 1964 Syracuse U Syracuse 5/B-I0 John J. Prucha J . J. Prucha 127 26 K.L lowe 406 
37 1965 Union C Schenectady 4/30-5/2 Phil ip C. Hewett Leo M. Hal l 120 7 K. L Lowe 435 
38 1966 SUNY at Buffalo Niagara Falls 4/29-5/1 Edward J. Buehler LJ. Buehler 97 32 K. L Lowe 325 
39 1967 SUNY at New Paltz Newburgh 5/5-7 Russel H. Waines R. H. Waines 139 10 K.E. Lowe 378 
40 1968 Queens C. CUNY Flushing 5/3- 5 Walter S. Newman R.M. Finks 251 8 P.C. Hewitt 350 
41 1969 SUHY at Plattsburg Plattsburg 5/2-4 lawrence B. Gillett S.G. Barnett 163 9 P.C. Hewitt 247 
42 1970 SUNY at Cortland Cortland 5/1-3 W. Graham Heasl ip W.G. Heaslip 141 5 P.C. Hewitt 257 
43 1971 SUNY at Potsdam Potsdam 5/7-B Neal R. O'Brien . B.B. VanDiver 148 6 P.C. Hewitt 281 
44 1972 Colgate U/Utica C Utica 9/15-17 James McLelland J. McLelland 277 P.C. Hewitt 276 
45 1973 SUNY at Brockport Rochester 9/28- 30 Phil ip C. Hewitt P. C. Hewitt 177 D.F. Merriam 342 

& Monroe CoC 
46 1974 SUNY at Fredonia Fredonia 10/18-20 Olcott Gates D.N. Peterson 187 O.F. Merriam 321 
47 1975 Hofstra U Hempstead 10/31-11/2 Manfred P. Wolff M.P. Wolff 327 D. F. Merriam 290 
48 1976 Vassar C Poughkeepsie 10/15- 17 John H. Johnsen J.H. Johnsen 297 O.F. Mer riam 288 
49 1977 SUNY at Oneonta Oneonta 9/16-1 8 P. Jay Fle i she r p.e. Wilson 425 O.F. Merriam 430 
50 1978 Syracuse U Syracuse 9/22 - 24 Oaniel F. Merriam D.F. Merriam M.P. Wolff 

*After 1970. 



central New York colleges to be held at Clinton and Little Falls, 
New York on the 15th and 16th of May. "Program by" our field 
director Dr. N.C. Dale of Hamilton College" to include: 

Friday, May 15, 11 :00 AM: "Gathering of the clan at Knox Hall, 
Hamilton College campus" followed by "luncheon at College COTllllons". 

Friday afternoon: Organization of "field parties for the study of 
the iron ore deposits and Silurian formations in the immediate 
vicinity of Clinton , possibly extending operations as far as the 
famous Devonian section at Oriskany Falls tl 

Friday evening: "Dinner at the Yahnundasis Country Club in the out­
skirts of Utica. price $1.50 per plate, the exact time to be 
announced later. A lecture on the geograph ical and historical sig­
nificance of the Gorge of the Mohawk River at Little Falls will 
probably be delivered at this time, the attempt being made to obtain 
Dr. Albert Perry Brigham of Colgate University as speaker." 

Saturday, May 16: "The party will journey to Little Falls either 
by rail. auto or trolleys where the day will be spent studying 
preCambrian and early Paleozoic structures and stratigraphy. If 
time permits. an interesting side trip can be taken to the his­
toric Herkimer homestead near Little Falls. 1I 

The director (or secretary) will arrange for "accommodations in Utica 
hate 1 s. on reques t" . He wi 11 a 1 so prepare "a secti on of the Pa 1 eozoi c 
of the Oriskany Valley and fossil li sts which will be distributed 
later.'t The secretary then requests early information on the approx­
imate number from each institution plann ing to attend luncheon and 
dinner on Friday. 

The 1 etter concludes prophet; ca lly: "Trust i ng that thi s comi ng fi rst 
excursion may be enjoyed by all and that it may be the beginning 
of annual gatherings of like character for our mutual benefit and 
the fu l ler knowledge of our great out-of-door science. I remain 
faithfully yours 

Harry N. Eaton. Secretary" 

This is all that has come down to us from that initial meeting more 
than half a century ago. We are left to speculate on the nature and extent 
of earlier discu ss ions and communications between geology faculty members 
of the "central New York colleges" which must have preceded this first 
"call to meeting" . Considering the Association's subsequent history. we 
can only assume that the program as planned was carried out successfully. 
We do not know the number of participants. but would guess that it was 
rather smal l and probably incl uded mostly faculty members at this early 
stage. 

THE EARLY YEARS 
(1 926-1941) 

The time for "annual gatherings of like character" had indeed arrived. 
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The 1926 "get-together" at Syracuse University provided a mimeographed 
program with annotated lists of field stops. a correlation chart and 
structural data on the East Oriskany quarries. Also, in October of the 
same year Prof. Harold L, Alling of the University of Rochester mentioned 
in a letter to Prof. Thomas W, Hills of Vassar College, the host institu­
tion for 1927: 

"I have been using the name "The New York State Geological Associa­
tion" , How does it strike you?" Professor Hills evidently agreed because 
the program of the 1927 meeting carried the new name on its masthead where 
it has appeared ever since. 

It is interesting to note that some of the procedures followed at the 
first two meetings became virtual ly customs for many years to come. Until 
1972 annual meetings continued to be held on a spring weekend between 
mid-April and the end of May, The preferred scheduling called for arrival 
at the meeting l ocality at noon on Friday, just in time for luncheon (occa­
sionally offered by the host free-of-charge) which probably was deemed 
necessary to supply the energy needed for the afternoon field trip and to 
ti de the pa rti ci pants over unti 1 the "off; cia 111 eveni ng dinner (often 
featuring an invited guest speaker). A half-day or full -day field trip 
on Saturday then brought the meeting to a close. 

Until World War II forced temporary discontinuance of activities 
(1942 through 1945), relatively few innovations were made in the conduct 
of meetings, although the host i nstitution had a completely free hand in 
pl anning and organ izing their meetings, The first time that the meeting 
locality differed from that of the host institution was in 1929 (5th 
meeting) when Gouverneur. New York served as meeting headquarters with St. 
lawrence University located at Canton, New York (25 miles distant) acting 
as host . 

The 12th meeting (1936) proved to be unique because it was held at 
Scranton , Pennsylvania and hosted by the Pennsylvania Geological Survey, 
the only time that the Associati on extended its activities beyond the 
borders of New York State. Partic i pants were also treated to the first 
detailed itinerary complete with distances i n t enths of miles. 

A few years later another unusual event occurred when the Chamber of 
Commerce, representing the town of Catskill, New York and its citizens, 
hosted the 1940 meeting. The moving spirit behind this invitation was the 
Association President, George H, Chadwick, a native of Catskill and for 
many years Profess or of Geology at St. Lawrence and Rochester Universities. 
He was a renowned expert on the geo l ogy of the Cat ski ll mo untain region 
with particular emphasis on its Silurian and Devonian stratigraphy and 
structural features. 

Although complete registration rosters are available for only blo 
meetings in these early years (see Tabl e 1) , they reveal a remarkably 
large and varied attendance as shown here. 
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1929 (5th Mtg.) 1930 (6th Mtg.) 
Attendance: 

Faculty 25 ) 30 ) 
Professional Geologists ) 38 = 19% ) 47 = 24% 

& other adults 13 ) 17 ) 

Students 160 = 81% 152 = 76% 
Total Attendance 198 199 

Institutions Represented 

Colleges & Universities 10 21 

Government agencies 2 3 

Industrial organizations 7 1 

Total number of Institutions 19 25 

The large attendance figures are surprising indeed when compared with 
those of the meetings after 1954 (see Table 2). Furthermore. the we11-
known student-oriented nature of the Association evidently was established 
very early. A few faculty members seem to have brought along entire 
undergraduate geo l ogy cl asses as suggested by student attendance of 52 
from St. Lawrence University (1929) and 48 from Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute (1930). Such attendance procedures. however. did not go unno ­
t i ced as pointed out by Prof . 0.0. von Engeln, the Association secretary, 
in the preliminary announcement (dated 8 April 1931) for the Port Henry 
meeting. He concluded his letter with the following paragraph: 

"I may add that there seems to be a general feeling that undergradu­
ates who are not seriously interested and go just for the ride or 
the diversion from school work should be discouraged from making 
the trip. Of course, i f such an undergraduate owns a car and wi ll 
furnish the transportation for some of the more seriously inclined 
students, i t wou l d be a bad policy to head him or her off. No doubt 
these corrments will sufficiently give you the idea. II 

One cannot help wondering just how trip leaders managed the field 
logistics considering the fact that only one tr i p was offered at anyone 
ti me and pri vate cars were the only mode of transportation mentioned. 
Car caravans of great lengths snaking across hi l l and dale and raising 
l arge clouds of dust must have been a sight to beho l d! 

THE POST-WAR YEARS 
(1946-1953) 

During Wor ld War II no meetings were held from 1942 tbrough 1945. 
Consequently. meeting No. 17 of 1941 was followed by meeting No. 18 of 
1946 . T.M. Mills and A.S. Warthin Jr. of Vassar Col l ege , who had been 
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chosen to conduct the cancelled 1942 meet; ng, wrote to the "member ; ns ti­
tutions" on 21 September 1945 offering to host the "customary two-day 
meeting next Spring", One paragraph of this letter is worth repeating 
because it clearly states the original purpose of the Association. 

"At this time we think it in order to restate the primary aim of these 
meetings. They were originally set up to give the students in the 
member colleges a chance to see other parts of the State in the field. 
At some meetings it has seemed to us that the aim was a little ob­
scured, and that the meeting was conducted on more of a professional 
level, for the benefit of the faculty members attending. With the 
formation of the North-eastern Section of the G.S.A., the professional 
interest can perhaps be best taken care of by meetings of that 
Section, leaving us to care more specifically for the students. n 

It appears that the Association got back into the "old groove" 
without difficulty and continued to operate with little change in the 
pre-War style. 

At the Cornell University meeting (No. 21, 1949) buses were used for 
the first time as exclusive field transportation with the overwhelming 
approval of the Association (by mail ballot). The cost per person was 
75 cents for Friday afternoon and $1.75 for all-day Saturday. And 
while we are mentioning prices, the cost of the annual dinner was $1 .85 
and a field lunch went for 75 cents . Who said that there were no "good 
old days"? 

The records of the Silver Anniversary meeting at Syracuse (No. 22, 
1950) included a detailed list of registrants permitting the following 
break-down: 

Meeting No. 22, 1950: Attendance Institutions reeresented 

Faculty 40) Coll eges & Universities 19 
Profess i ana 1 , ) Adults 
Government & 20) 24% Government agencies 5 
other geologists ) & Museums 
Students 187) 76% Industrial Organizat.ions 1 
Total attendance 247 Total number 25 

A comparison with the previously cited attendance figures for the 
6th meeting of 1930 shows an astoundingly identical ratio of adult/student 
attendance and total number of institutions represented. Except for a 
25 percent increase in total attendance, little had changed indeed in 
20 years. 

In 1951, the New York State Geological Survey. for the first time. 
acted as host for the 23rd meeting at Plattsburg in the eastern Adiron­
dacks. 

The 25th meeting (1953) at St. Lawrence University probably is best 
remembered for its singularly cold, wet. and thoroughly uncomfortable 
field weather. In fact. the City College of N.Y. contingent, starting for 
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home at about noon on Saturday, May 2, had to battle a raging Adirondack 
blizzard and barely managed to reach food and shelter at Lake Pl acid by 
nightfall , with some 15 inches of snow on the ground. But history 
al ready had been made at the business meeting of the Association on 
the preceding evening, May 1. As a result of repeated complaints about 
lack of coordination and continuity in Association activities (particularly 
concerning mailing lists) from meeting to meeting, Kurt E. Lowe proposed 
the el ection of a Permanent Secretary as the only continuing officer of 
the Association. The venerable New England Intercollegiate Geologic Con­
ference, active since 1901 and operating successfully with such an officer, 
was cited as an example . Upon acceptance of the proposal, Kurt Lowe 
nominated Dr. John G. Broughton, the New York State Geologist, as the 
logical candidate to fill the new position. But to his surprise. Dr. 
Lowe himself also was nominated and then elected the first Permanent 
Secretar'y, an office he was to hold for 14 years. 

AGE OF "THE" SECRETARIES: 

The LOWE Epoch - 1954 - 1967 

The new Permanent Secretary was facing a future of great uncertainty 
i n the absence of any instructions or guidelines offered by the Association 
wh i ch seemed to say: "You thought of it, now go ahead and do it." 

Considering the obviously successful development of the Association 
since 1925, despite loose operational procedures and a sometimes lack of 
conformity, the Secretary made two basic commitments (to himself). viz . , 

1. to maintain the infonnal, friend ly albeit occasionally "loose" 
conduct of activities, and 

2. to continue fostering the origina l concept of "student-orienta­
tion" at Association meetings and on field trips. 

He then proceeded to concentrate on improvements in communication. 
record keepi ng, financial responsibility. publications and operational 
continuity in general, roughly in that order. 

On 8 January. 1954 a rather lengthy, 3-part questionnaire was sent to 
all New York State Institutions li sted in the AGI Directory of Geology 
Departments in the ,U.S. and Canada and to some out-of-State Colleges and 
Univers i ties whose representatives had attended Association meetings in 
t he past. New York government agencies and a few professional geolo­
gists also were included in this mailing. The excellent (78%) response 
to this inquiry enabled the fledgling Secretary to prepare summary statis­
tics on all past meetings (1925 - 1953), listing dates, host institutions 
and meeting localities as well as New York Institutions which had never 
served as host and regions within the State which had not been visited up 
to that time. 

This information was presented and distributed at the Association 
business meeting in 1954 (Poughkeepsie) as the First Annual Report of 
the Permanent Sec~etary. initiating a procedure which was fol l owed 
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annuall y until 1972 (Nineteenth Annual Report). 

vi Z. I 

The Second Annual Report of 1955 set the basic patt ern of presentation, 

l. 
2. 
3. 

4. 

5. 
6. 

Resume of prev ious year ' s business meeting; 
Attendance statistics of previous year's meeting; 
Mai l ing Roster Information: Number of institutions and individu­
als on roster~ changes and limitations introduced from time to 
time; 
Permanent Record File : Cont r ibutions received and records 
needed; 
Proposals for Association action at curren t meeting; 
Treasu ry Report : The initial treasury of $69.50 came 
from registration fees at the 1954 meeting . By May of 
1955 the cash bal ance had s:,runk to $6.09. Not until 1959 
did the treasury reach a healthy balance of $219 .64 . 

These annual reports then high - lighted significant developments and 
innovations in Association affairs. 

The first "pre-registration with payment" forms introduced at the 
1957 (Wel l sville) meeting proved so successful that it became standard 
operating procedure from then on. 

Although the first spiral-ring bound field - trip guidebook was pre ­
pared for the 1956 (Rochester) meeting, no extra copies for post -meeting 
distribution were available for either the 1956 or 1957 Guidebooks . The 
1958 (Peerskill) meeti ng, however, provided a sizable stock of guide­
books for post-meeting sale, which was so brisk that the Secretary found 
himself with the added responsibility of stocki ng and filling orders for 
annual guidebooks with the attendant financial headaches. As t ime went 
on, out-of- stock items had to be reprinted further increasing the Secre ­
tary's wo rk load. But to this day, al l 21 gu idebooks from 1957 to 1977 
are available for purchase. 

Starting with the Sixth Annual Report (1959), stati stics on guidebook 
sales and inventory were included. In addition, yearly li s ts of available 
guidebooks, their cost and table of contents (as long as this proved 
feasible ) were made ava ilable . 

The Seventh Annua l Report (1960) included the financial statement of 
the 1959 meeting submitted by the host institution (Cornell U. ) to serve as 
a guide for future hosts. This feature also became a standard report 
i tem. 

At the 1963 meeting, Dr. John J. Prucha's proposa l to include a ~ 
day Technical Session for the presentation of student papers in the pro ­
gram of the annual meeting was accepted . The first of 8 simi lar consec­
utive, annual sessions was held at Syracuse in 1964. Abstracts of papers 
were printed as part of the guidebook or as separate stapled pamphlets 
(see Table 2) . It should be noted, however, that the Technical Session 
at Queens College (1968) consisted of two ~ day symposia on problems of 
regional geology presented entirely by faculty members and professional 
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geologists. 
dropped from 

For reasons that are not clear, Technical Sessions were 
the Association activities after the 1971 (Potsdam) meeting. 

A matter of periodic concern was the fluctuation in meeting atten­
dance. Following the low registration figure of 146 (1954), attendance 
abruptly increased to 251 (1955) and leveled off between 250 and 280 
until 1961 (Troy) when it spurted again to 329, starting an unprecedented 
climb to the peak of 435 in 1965 (Schenectady). The rapid change brou9ht 
about by the large number of registrants presented serious problems of 
planning and logi stics for smaller host institutions wi th somewhat limited 
facilities for food and l odging . Also, the number of simultaneous field 
trips offered had to be increased sharply to accommodate the large crowd, 
thus placing additional burden on the departmental staff . 

Bus transportation became a "must" for all but a few of the "1 ast_ 
day" field trips. The Secretary. from time to time, reminded faculty 
members to limit student attendance to graduate students and bona fide 
undergraduate majors. Students accounted for 52 percent of attendance 
in" 1954, rising to a high of 78 percent in 1957 and then decreasing 
slowly to 51 percent by 1966. These figures stayed between 39 and 50 per­
cent from 1967 to 1971 (the last year for which such information is 
available). 

At the 1966 meeting at Niagara Falls, the Association surprised the 
Permanent Secertary wi th an engraved plaque "i n recogniti on of excepti ana 1 
contributions in service to the Association since 1953", which was deeply 
appreciated. Little did the Association or the recipient suspect that 
the Lowe Epoch had just about run its course . Following a heart attack 
in the Spring of 1967 (from which he obviously recovered), the first 
Permanent Secretary had to resign from his somewhat less than permanent 
post. The Fourteenth Annual Report contained his reSignation and outlined 
orderly procedures for the transfer of records and stock of guidebooks to 
a new Secretary by September 1967. 

The HEWITT Interval - 1968-1972 

Philip C. Hewitt of SUNY at "Brockport, former Associat i on president 
(1965), was elected as the second Permanent Secretary with the under­
stctnding that "permanenceu be replaced by a specific period of service at 
a later date. 

The Annual Reports of the Secretary were continued essentially in 
the style and format as had been established over the years. After 
dropping below the 400 mark following the 1965 meeting, attendance 
ranged between a manageable 250 to 350 from 1968 to 1972. Treasury 
balances rose beyond the $1000 .00 level and reached $3627.45 by 1972 . 
Such funds had become necessary to pay for the ever riSing cost of reprin­
ting a growing number Clfolder guidebooks. Also, guidebooks continued to 
grow in length (see Table 2 for number of pages) with the offering of 
multiple field trips and a more detailed and sophisticated presentation of 
data, often using numerous illustrations. The 66 pages of the 1957 
(Wellsville) guidebook expanded in 20 years to 425 pages of the 1977 
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(Oneonta) book. 

Secretary Hewitt's particular concern was the Association's tax 
status (considering the increasing treasury balances) and its potential 
incorporation to remove legal responsibility from anyone individual in 
the event of an accident on an Association field trip. He soon discovered 
that the basic requirement was presentation of a formal constitution and 
bylaws without which the Association had flourished for over 40 years. He 
promptly convinced his predecessor and friend, Kurt lowe, to accept the 
appointment as a Committee of one to draw up the required documents. This 
was done by simply putting the operating procedures which had become 
established through routine into the legal form of a constitution and 
bylaws . Some minor additions and changes were made, particularly limiting 
the length of the Secretary's term to 6 years and changing his title from 
Permanent to Executive Secretary. 

The new constitution was presented for the Association's approval at 
the 1970 (Cortland) business meeting. The only provision which caused 
considerable argument was the proposed exclusion of student from full 
(voting) membership owing to their transient status. Although this clause 
gained approval at this (1970) meeting, the Association amended the con­
stitution in 1971 (Potsdam) to grant students the vote on Association 
affairs at annual business meetings but excluded them from the permanent 
mailing roster. Another amendment was added to provide for a Board of 
Directors consisting of the current president, the executive secretary 
and the two most recent past presidents . 

Another major change took place at the 1971 meeting when the scheduled 
hosts for the 1972 meeting. Colgate U. and Utica C .• asked for postponement 
until the Fall Term because they would not be able to get ready for the 
usual Spring meeting. There also had been a growing desire to shift 
meetings to the Fall season even though it would make it more difficult 
to avoid conflicts with meeting schedules of the New England Intercolle­
giate Geologic Conference. The Geological Society of America. and other 
geologic organizations. The dissatisfaction with Spring meetings had 
developed as a result of changes in College calendars bringing the Spring 
Term to a close as early as the middle of May. The Association then wou ld 
have to meet no later than the third week in April when the weather is 
generally inclement, cold and wet. particularly in upstate New York. 
The Association agreed to hold its 1972 meeting from September 15 to 17 
on a "tri a 1" bas is, whi ch promptly became an es tabl i shed procedure (see 
Table 2). 

Hewitt. although elected for a 6-year term, decided understandably 
that service for 5 years was enough considering the steadily increasing 
work load in connection with the sale and distribution of guidebooks 
numbering 15 at the time. He appointed a Committee in 1971 to nominate 
a new Secretary for election in 1972. 

The MERRIAM Stage - 1973-l977 

Daniel F. Merriam of Syracuse University was nominated and elected 
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Executive Secretary at Utica (1972). The Association had arrived at 
another stage in its development. With the internal functioning of the 
organization now following a well-established operational routine. the new 
Secretary could direct his attention to the Associati onls external rela ­
t ions with the geologi c profession, governmental agencies, and concerned 
public interest groups, a process which his predecessor Hewitt had ini­
tiated. 

The tax exemption and incorporation quests were pursued actively but 
faced a seemingly unending series of bureaucratic obstacles and delays . 
The new constitution and bylaws had to be reviewed and audited, followed 
by changes in the wording of the documents which then had to be approved 
by the membership. Actually, the Internal Revenue Serv ice was less trouble­
some than the New York State Department of Taxation and Finance which had 
to give its approval before the exemption could become a reality. The 
official notification of our tax-free status was not received until 
Merriam's term had expired ..... . 5 years later . 

Merriam established contact with the Amer'ican Assoc iation of Petroleum 
Geologists (AAPG) 1eadin9 to the affi l iation of the NYSGA with AAPG, which 
was approved by the membership at the 1974 (Fredonia) meetin9 . The 
Assoc i at i on now elects 2 representatives and 2 alternates to the house of 
delegates of AAPG. 

The 1974 meeting also was made aware of the threatened destruction of 
the spectacular potholes on Moss Island at Little Falls by the planned con­
struction of a 4- 1ane highway bridge to be anchored on the Island . A 
committee consisting of David Hawley (Hamilton C.), chairman, Ernest 
H. Muller (Syracuse U.), and Herman S. Muskatt (Utica C.) was appointed 
to look into the matter and to recommend action by the Associat ion. H. 
Muskatt, reportin9 for the Committee at the 1975 (Hempstead) and 1976 
(Poughkeepsie) mee tings, kept the membership informed of the continuing 
efforts in support of local organizations to preserve the Island as 
a "Geologic landmark". Finally, the Committee could report relocation of 
the bridge and preservation of Moss Island at the 1977 (Oneonta) mee tin9 
with justifiable pride in the Association's endeavor in the public inter­
est. 

During Merriam's term of office the Annual Reports of the Secretary 
were repl aced by (temporarily, we hope) Minutes of Meetings which gave more 
detailed infonnation than the "resume" previously suppl ied. But owing to 
their preparation soon after the close of the annual meetings, they 
included only sketchy information on meeting attendance, meeting finances, 
and similar factual data which had proven so helpful to the authors of 
this history . 

The stock of guidebooks was replenished to meet the rise in demand 
resulting from advertisements appearing State-wide and in Geotimes . 
The considerable cost in volved is indicated by the drop of the Treasury 
balance from $4489.85 in 1974 to $614.84 in 1976. 

The Committee on Organization, Philip C. Hewitt (SUNY at Brockport), 
chairman, William O. Romey (St . Lawrence U.), and Robert M. Fin ks (Queens C.) 
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had been charged with (1) determining the advisability of a more organized 
structure of the Association including dues and a full sl ate of off i cers~ 
(2) cons idering the possibility of contracting a centra l printing service 
to reduce the cost of reprinting guidebooks; and (3) reviewing existing 
condi t ions which might favor the return of t he annual meetings to t he 
Spri ng Term . A questionnaire concerned wi th t hese subjects was distri ­
buted to all participants at the 1977 meeting and a definitive Committee 
report is expected in 1978. 

Followi ng Hewi tt's exampl e, Merriam also anticipated the end of his 
term of office after 5 (rather than 6) years and charged the Nomi nating 
Committee with proposing a candidate for Executive Secretary to be 
el ected at the 1977 meeting. 

The WOLFF Future - 1978 - ? 

Wi th the election of Manfred P. Wolff of Hofstra University as Exec ­
utive Secretary and the election of Daniel F. Merriam to the Presidency 
of t he Association for 1978, we have at last reached t he present and can 
look confidently to the future. Fred, as he is known to one and al l. took 
an immediate and finm hold of Association affairs. A new 1978 price list 
for guidebooks was prepared showing costs of ind i vidual copies ranging 
from $7.00 (1957) to $15. 00 (1977) or $210.00 for the entire sequence 
of 21 ( incl uding a second. special guidebook prepared for the 1976 meeting). 
In order to reduce the cost to libraries. all gu idebooks starting wi th 1956 
(Rochester), which is not avai l able in book form, were photographed on 
microfiche and may be obtained as a complete set of 22 items for $88 .00 . 
Individual guidebooks on microfiche range from $2.00 (1957) to $10.00 
(1977). A 20 percent discount is provided for al l students submitting a 
student ver i f i cation form (printed on price l ist). The reverse s i de has 
a "thumb- nail II history of the Association which preceded the present 
effort. 

Fred also is fo ll owing through on Dan Merriam's suggestion to explore 
the possibi l ity of affiliating with the Nationa l Assoc i ation of Geol ogy 
Teachers (NAGT). 

We now look forward to the promls1ng future of a stable, wel l -organ ­
ized, al though "informal" society under the leadership of dedicated "public 
servants II, t he Executi ve Secreta ri es . We be 1; eve tha t Nel son Da 1 e and 
Harry Eaton, the founding fathers of the Association would be pleased with 
the results of their initiative ... 50 years later. 
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NEW YORK STATE GEOLOGICAL 

ASSOC I A TI ON 

Department of Geology, Hofstra University 
Hempstead, New York 11550 

Pres ident . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . O. F. Merriam 
Syracuse Univers ity 

Board of Directors 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . P. Jay Fl ei sher 

SUNY Oneonta 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Olcott Gates 
SUNY Fredonia 

. . . . . . . . . . . . Philip C. Hewitt 
SUNY Brockport 

Johnny Johnsen 
Vassar Coll ege 

Executive Secretary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Manfred P. Wolff 
Hofstra University 

Annual field trip in the fall; visi tors welcome. Information on 
Assoc iation activities and a list of available publ icat ions can be 
obtained from the executive secretary. 
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