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GREETI NGS 

Donal d R .  Coates 
P resident ,  New York State Geol ogical Association  

It  i s  with much pleasure that we once agai n host the New York 
State Geo l ogi cal Association a nnua l  fiel d  conference after an 1 8-year 
h iatus . Duri ng these nearly two decades , much has been l earned and 
pub l i shed about the south-central New York reg i on. Th i s  i s  i n  sharp 
contrast to the l i terature base that exi s ted prior  to 1 963.  In  the 
preface to the 1 963 gui deboo k ,  I commented o n  the scarc i ty o f  i nformation,  
and th i s  was reflected by the l ow number of  fi el d trips , fou r ,  for the 
occas ion. Today , however ,  we are able to offer 1 1  trips wh ich  should whet 
the appetite of most geol ogi sts , wi th the exception  of the u nfortu nate 
l ack of l ocal "hard rock" or structura l l y  deformed terranes . Some of the 
i ncreased geologic communicati ons resu l t  from the l ocati on  of the State 
Univers i ty of New York at Bi nghamton campus i n  the heart of the region.  
Facul ty and students at the U ni vers i ty have added to the geol ogic 
i nformation base of the surround i ng area . Far from b eing prov i ncial , 
however ,  8 of the 1 8  fiel d-tr i p  l eaders or co-l eaders are " i nvaders " 
i nvi ted to gui de you through the wonders of  the regi on. Thi s  b l end of  
homegrown and imported ta lent shoul d  provide a heal thy mixture for 
obtai ni ng greater u nderstandi ng of south-central New York. We are a lso  
pl eased that two trips v is it  our  cl ose nei ghbor , Pennsyl vani a ,  one under 
the guidance of a member of the Pennsyl vania  Geo l ogi cal Survey. I ndeed , 
parti cipants at th i s  fi e l d  conference are l ucky; for the price of o ne 
admi s s ion  they may samp le  somethi ng of  two states. 

So s i t  back ,  enj oy your bus r ide and excurs i o ns through our 
region,  and read on  through this  gu idebook about the new frontiers 
that are bei ng revealed and some o l d  favorites that are be i ng revi s i ted . 
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