




















GREETINGS

Donald R. Coates
Pre3|dent New York State Geological Association

It is with much pleasure that we once again host the New York
State Geological Association annual field conference after an 18-year
hiatus. During these nearly two decades, much has been learned and
published about the south-central New York region. This is in sharp
contrast to the literature base that existed prior to 1963. In the
preface to the 1963 guidebook, | commented on the scarcity of information,
and this was reflected by the low number of field trips, four, for the
occasion. Today, however, we are able to offer L1 trips which should whet
the appetite of most geologists, with the exception of the unfortunate
lack of local "hard rock"™ or structurally deformed terranes. Some of the
increased geologic communications result from the location of the State
University of New York at Binghamton campus in the heart of the region.
Faculty and students at the University have added ‘to the geologic
information base of the surrounding area. Far from being provincial ,
however, 8 of the 18 field-trip leaders or co-leaders are "invaders" .
invited to guide you through the wonders of the region. This blend of
homegrown and imported talent should provide a heal thy mixture for
obtaining greater understanding of south-central New York. We are also -
pleased that two trips visit our close reighbor, Pennsylvania, one under
the guidance of a member of the Pennsylvania Geological Survey. -Irdeed,
participants at this field conference are lucky; for the prlce of one
admission they may sample something of two states.

~So sit back, enjoy your bus ride and excursionS-through our
region, and read on through this guidebook about the new frontiers
that are being revealed and some old favorites that are being revisited.
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