





is probable that the drilling of several shallow wells around the
spring in the early 1860s depleted whatever was left of o0il which
had accumulated under the fill.

By the Treaty of Big Tree in 1797 one square mile around the
spring was set aside as an Indian Reservation. The large plague
placed on the boulder of Olean conglomerate and dedicated in 1927
reads as follows:

SENECA OIL SPRING

Its history forms the first chapter in the development
of the petroleum industry in America, a gigantic world
enterprise transforming modern life.

1627 - 0il on American continent first recorded in
this region by the Franciscan Fr. Joseph de
la Roche Daillon.

1656 - Spring mentioned by Jesuit Fr. Paul LeJeune.

1721 - Visit by Joncaire.

1767 - 0il from this spring sent to Sir Wm. Johnson
as a cure for his wounds.

1797 - Spring permanently reserved by Indians in
Treaty of Big Tree.

1833 - Description of spring by Prof. Benjamin Silliman
of Yale University.

Erected in 1927 by the University of the State of New York and
the New York State 0il Producers Association.
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Road Log for Field Trip A-3

Parking lot of Adam's Mark Hotel - Buffalo, NY, Saturday, 10/7/06,
8:30 A.M.

Circle around Hotel and take ramp up to Rt. 190, bear left at first
intersection (do not go right onto the Skyway), and drive about 6
miles to Exit 53 and Rt. 90.

Go south (bear right) on Rt. 90 and go four miles to the beginning
of Rt. 219, Take Rt. 219 south for 23 miles to the Springville
Exit. Here, Rt. 219 becomes a two lane road. Drive south on Rt.
219 for about 27 miles to an exit onto Rt. 417 and 219 at
Salamanca. Turn left (Eastward) onto Rt. 417 and Rt. 219 and
follow the signs for about 3 miles until directed across the River
onto Interstate 86. Go east for 6 miles to Bradford Exit on I86.
Get off at Bradford Exit and drive south (turn right) on Rt. 219
again for 11 miles to the Refinery in Bradford, PA. Get off at the
Kendall St. Exit to go east to the Refinery gates.

Leaving the Refinery go east on Kendall Ave. to Main St., turn left
on Main and go 1% miles to Foster Brook intersection. Turn right
onto PA. Rt. 346 and drive for 2% miles to PA Rt. 646 intersection.
Turn left onto PA Rt. 646 and drive for 5 miles, across the NY-PA
State line and onto NY Rt. 16, to Rock City, NY.

Leaving Rock City go north on Rt. 16 for 8 miles into Olean, NY and
the Main-State St. intersection just past a small park on the
right. This is the Rt. 16-Rt. 417 intersection - go right onto Rt.
417 and drive for 20 miles to the Village of Bolivar. The Pioneer
0il Museum will be on your left in the center of the Village next
to a gasoline filling station.

Leaving the Pioneer 0il Museum stay on Rt. 417 and drive a short
distance to a traffic light where you should turn right and go out
of Bolivar past the school. It will be about 5 miles to the
Vosburg lease which will be on the right hand side of Rt. 417. You
can pull off onto either one of two roads there.

Leaving the Vosburg lease, continue driving east on Rt. 417,
through the hamlet of Allentown, for about 3 miles to an
intersection with Knight Creek Rd. (County Rt. 9). NOTE: If you
miss the intersection you will be driving up a fairly steep, long
hill - you can turn around at the top at a Motel and come back down
to the missed intersection. Bear left onto Knight Creek Rd. and
drive for 5% miles to an intersection with Back River Rd. just
outside of Scio, NY. Turn left there onto County Rt. 31 and go for
3/4 mile to the Ramsey well on the left.

Leaving the Ramsey well go back onto County Rt. 31, turn left and
drive for eight miles to Friendship, NY. Turn left at the
intersection with County Rt. 20, just past the P.0O. and in the
center of the Village. Go through and out of the Village to a
major intersection with a blinking light where you will be directed
to take a right turn to get onto I 86. Go right for about % mile
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and after going under the highway turn right onto the westbound
entry onto I 86. Drive west for 7 miles on I 86 and get off at the
Cuba Exit which will bring you down to intersect with Rt. 305.

Turn left here, go under I 86, to the traffic light and turn right
onto Rt. 446. Drive for 1 3/4 miles to a road to the north (your
right) which has a sign for the Cuba 0il Spring. Turn right and go
1} miles to the entry road to the Spring - there are marker stone
piers here, turn right and go in for a few tenths of a mile to the
parking area.

Leaving the 0il Spring, turn left at the entrance and go south to
the intersection with Rt. 446 where you turned north previously.
Turn right onto Rt. 446 and go 5% miles to Rt. 16 at Maplehurst.
Turn right and take Rt. 16 northward to Yorkshire Corners, a
distance of 28 miles. From Yorkshire continue north on Rt. 16 for
14 miles to an intersection with I 400 at South Wales. Take I 400
northwesterly to its blend-in intersection with I 90 a distance of
15 miles. Blend right onto I 90 and drive for about 2 miles to Exit
53. Follow directions to go to Downtown Buffalo at Exit 53 and
drive 6 miles to the Church Street Exit and the Hotel.

Saturday A3 Northern Appalachian Basin Historical Perspective

127





