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61 years of evolving thoughts !
...about the same rocks !



Complete instructions, 
useful for other Field 
Trip Guidebooks, can be 
found in GSA Special 
Paper 492: !
!
Google Earth and Virtual 
Visualizations in 
Geoscience Education and 
Research !
!
Whitmeyer, Bailey, 
DePaor and Ornduff, eds. !

2012 !



John Cottrell !
!

1972 Trip G !

Charles VerStraeten !
Gordon Baird !

Paul Karabinos !
Scott Samson !

Carlton E. Brett !
!

2012 Trip A7 !



1960 Trip B went underground in 
the Clinton Metallic Paint Co. 
mine.  The mine closed in 1963. !



Mayer, Baird and Brett, Trips A1 and B1, 2017 !





8 years of work, so far: !
!

46 Guidebooks (1956 – 2001) !

491 Paths (routes taken) !

7,932 Placemarks!

2,897 Stops !

5,035 Views !

(180,517 lines of code and text) !



https://www.google.com/
fusiontables/DataSource?
docid=1anQOfaEc6rAmMXf4onohb8s8Wt
Fj6RHFSo_T8m2m !

Google !
Fusion !
Table !



Some of the results from a 
search for the term “brachiopod” 
done on Filemaker Go on an iPad. !



Placemarks which have the term 
“brachiopod” in their 
description, as shown on the 
Pocket Earth app on an iPad. !



Selecting one of the 
Placemarks brings up the 
description.  You see the HTML 
tags, instead of formatting. !





The Excel database contains 
all the Stops and Views, but 
no Paths.  It uses Tables, and 
most of the information is not 
seen in this view. !
!
You can search for terms, just 
like on the FileMaker 
database. !





You can easily use Excel 
tables to limit the Latitude 
and Longitude extents.  First, 
select "Between"... !



... then, fill in the blanks 
from the results shown at the 
top of the spreadsheet. !



When you have narrowed the list to your 
liking, copy the cells in the “kml out3” 
column and paste them into the Word 
template document, between the red lines. !



Save this file as a text file with its 
own name.  Then change the extension 
from “txt” to “kml” and you should be 
able to open it in Google Earth. !



All the 
placemarks from 
the database 
that fall 
within a 30 
mile square, 
centered on 
Burlington. !





12 Placemarks found from 
searching for “Delta”. !



Because I used HTML to get 
text to display properly in 
Google Earth, and because I 
used <i> only where there were 
italicized fossil names, you 
can search for occurrences of 
those names by searching for 
<i>. !





To find fold generations or 
surface generations, you can 
search for <sub>.  (This will 
also find those locations 
where description include 
chemical formulas or other 
uses of subscripts.) !



You can read the stop 
descriptions within Excel, but 
need to ignore the HTML tags. !











Files for years: !
!
  http://ottohmuller.com/nysga2ge/Files.html!
!
Guidebook Chapters from 1956-1997: !
!
  http://ottohmuller.com/nysga2ge/Trips1956-1997.html!
!
Guidebook Chapters from 1998-Onward !
!
  http://ottohmuller.com/nysga2ge/Trips1998-Onward.html!
!
Excel Database and support files: !
!
  http://ottohmuller.com/nysga2ge/ExcelDatabase.html!

Special thanks to Alexander Bartholomew of SUNY, New !
Paltz, for scanning many of the Guidebooks! !


